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We Can All Play a Role in Ending Sexual Violence during 
April, Sexual Assault Awareness Month

NASHVILLE (April 2, 2009)— April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), a time during which we can work together to find ways to prevent sexual violence and honor its victims.  

According to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics, nationally, there was a 25 percent increase in rape and sexual assault between 2005 and 2007.  In 2007, in Tennessee, there were more than 6,000 reported cases of sexual assault, and 3,655 of those were children under the age of 18.  However, it has been reported that only 20% of sexually assaulted children disclose their abuse.   

“We can all play a role in ending sexual violence,” says Tim Tohill, President of the Sexual Assault Center.  “The statistics are alarming.  One in four girls and one in six boys will be sexually assaulted by the time they turn eighteen.  Sexual Assault Awareness Month gives us the chance to say, ‘This is unacceptable.’  We need to hold perpetrators accountable for their actions, help victims heal and continue to educate the community about ways we can all prevent sexual assault.”   

The national campaign for the 2009 SAAM is entitled Respect Works! and emphasizes respectful behavior at both the individual and organizational level to help maintain safe workplaces and communities.   This month, the Sexual Assault Center, in conjunction with national efforts at building awareness about sexual assault, is sponsoring a number of outreach opportunities.  

These activities include:
	•	A Brown Bag Luncheon with the founder of the Clothesline Project, Rachel Carey-Harper on Friday, April 3, 2009, from 11:00am-12:30pm
	•	The Clothesline Project is a program started in 1990 to address the issue of violence against women. It is a vehicle for women affected by violence to express their emotions by decorating a shirt. They then hang the shirt on a clothesline to be viewed by others as testimony to the problem of violence against women. (See attached photos)
(continued)

	•	We are working with a committee to organize an evening program honoring victims on Thursday, April 30th at 6:30. Ted Poe (R-TX), is speaking, along with victims of violence.   There will be music, giveaways and more.   
	•	Ongoing community presentations (TBD)
For additional information, please see the accompanying fact sheet about sexual violence in the workplace.  

Sexual Assault Awareness Month is a national effort, symbolized by a teal ribbon.  For more information or to become involved, please contact the Sexual Assault Center (formerly the Rape & Sexual Abuse Center) at 615-259-9055, ext. 324.  

###

About Sexual Assault Center
The Sexual Assault Center (SAC), started in 1978, is the only place in Middle Tennessee that specializes in treatment for sexual assault victims. Our counselors are specially certified and trained in these areas and work with more than 700 victims a year; half of these are children. Beyond individual treatment, we have group therapy sessions for children, teens, men, women, and families of survivors. The Center presents Community Workshops, which provide speakers and programs for a wide range of topics; these are appropriate for churches, civic groups, high school and college students, and corporate workplaces, and reach 2,000 individuals each year. We are a TennCare provider and accept most health insurance policies. We also have grants that cover specific types of abuse victims. No one is turned away for lack of ability to pay. For more information, visit www.SACenter.org.
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